CHANG AND THE CHINESE

training, the birds are able to recognise, runs along the
ground far beneath them, to indicate the line of their
passage, to keep them aloft as long as their owner wishes
and, finally, to guide them safely home again. Indeed,
our friend Lich'en, to whom we have recourse so often,
appears to have regarded the entangling of pigeons with
musical instruments as a duty, for he announces cate-
gorically,* " Whenever the pigeons are let out to fly,
bamboo whistles should be attached to their tails."
He goes on to explain that the instruments are of two
kinds, the first, the hu-lu> being divided merely into
large and small whistles, while the second comprises
subdivisions of a much more complicated and diverse
nature, including, under its designation of shao-tzu,
whistles of three pipes clamped together, or of five, or
eleven or thirteen double pipes, of some with obstructed
openings, and of others that consist of many large tubes
surrounding a single large one in the centre. " When
the pigeons wheel overhead," he continues, " their
sound rises even to the clouds, containing within it all
five notes.f Truly it gives joy, and a release to the
emotions ! "

The emotions to which, in my case, it had given release
were those of surprise and bewilderment; but then,
how, before reading the delightful pages of Lich'en,
could I have known the extent to which the peristeronic
art had been cultivated in Peking, any more than the
strange ways in which the birds had been employed?
For example, in former years, some of them were taught
to steal. They were trained to fly, directly they were
set loose, straight to the Imperial granaries and swallow

* This and subsequent quotations, as well as the list of names
of pigeons, is taken from Tun Lich'en's Annual Customs and Festivals
in Peking, pp. 22, 113-114 : but sometimes, in the list, I have taken
the liberty of altering from plural to singular, for ^ the sake of sound,
or for the consistency of my book ; from Purple jade wings to Purple
Jade Wing, for example.

j Of the Chinese scale.
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